[Depression and cognitive decline in elderly: causes and consequences].
The authors discuss the relationship between depression and cognitive impairment in the aspect of mechanisms of their development, variants of comorbidity and recommendations on differentiated therapy in elderly. The diagnostic differentiation between depression and dementia at different stages of dementia as well as in younger and older ages, a role of depression as a risk factor for dementia, a role of other factors, in particular age, as well as treatment approaches on the example of antidepressants and cerebrolysin are considered.